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´ Our September meeting will be 
at Fellowship of Spirit Church, 
2009 E. 13th Street in Farmington, 
NM on Saturday September 16, 
2017 from 9:30 am to around 3. 
The Program for this month’s 
meeting will be “The Perfect 
Warp” by Melodie Usher

´ The FCWG meets six times a 
year on the 3rd Saturday of odd 
numbered months. Meeting 
places vary and are 
announced in the newsletter 
published at the beginning of 
odd numbers months.

´ Yearly dues for FCWG are 
$25.00 (payable in May for 
established members). 
Payments should be made out 
to FCWG and sent to: Kathy 
Sehnert, P.O. Box 253, Mancos, 
CO 81328.
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“I noticed that most other authors … mention that there is 

no one right way of doing things, and as I read on I 

became absolutely convinced of this. …  Which all goes to 

show that whatever works for you is right.” 

– Rachel Brown

Location: Fellowship of Spirit 
Church
Address:  2009 E. 13th St., 
Farmington, NM
Chat Time: 9:30 

Meeting Time: 
10:00 am

Program: 
“The Perfect Warp” by
Melodie Usher

Potluck Lunch



v President’s Message
I hope that many of you were able to get to the Intermountain Weavers 
Conference (IWC) July 27-30. There were a lot of activities going on. There 
were 1 and 3 day classes, a fashion show, vendor market and exhibits by the 
teachers at the conference as well as students and conference goers. The 
keynote speaker was Karen Selk. She spoke about her knowledge of the history 
of silk and of several people that have been instrumental in keeping the 
traditions of silk production, weaving and dyeing alive in the Laos area of Asia.  
IWC is a great time to learn and be inspired by those around us.  There were 
some absolutely beautiful handwoven pieces to admire in the shows. Make 
sure to check out the IWC website to view the pictures of the conference.
I would like to encourage those that took a class there to bring their creations 
to the next guild meeting.  I will be setting aside a time for you to share your 
experiences of the weekend.
The workshop with Bobbie Irwin was a smashing success. We had a great time.  
Those that took the class are encouraged to bring their weaving to share with 
everyone. If you have not finished it but it is off the loom, please bring it. We 
had such a great variety of colors that we need to share with everyone.
How is your “bag lady” project coming along?  November is our Christmas 
party and that is when we will return our finished product to the person who 
gave us the bag full of threads. If you did not receive a bag then our regular 
gift exchange would be fine for you.  
I am really looking forward to our September meeting. Melodie Usher will be 
giving a program on “The Perfect Warp.” Even though I have been weaving 
for years I am really excited about learning how to do it better. Melodie has 
received her COE award.  CEO is Certificate of Excellence in Handweaving
that the Handweavers Guild of America gives to those that complete their 
program. She gave a program a number of years ago and brought with her a 
mountain of wonderfully woven projects that she did in order to receive this 
award. I hope that you will be able to join us for a great program.
If you have any suggestions of workshops or programs that you would like to 
see for next year please contact me.  Valerie and I are beginning to get things 
lined up.  
Karen Dearing  505-334-2669 
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v Tips, Techniques, Educational Soundbites:
Iridescent fabric shimmers and glows, changing colors depending on how 
the light hits it. Different colors appear in the folds and pleats, adding 
surprising layers of color to fabric. To the uninformed it appears magical and 
difficult, but the truth is that weaving iridescent fabric is accessible to any 
handweaver who knows the tricks.



v Membership Chairman’s Report
Another new member! Lynn Hughes, who recently move to Durango, has 
joined our Guild. She is a weaver and enthusiastic about getting acquainted 
with our members. Also, we have another gal planning to be at our next 
meeting with intent to join.
I have completed and printed the annual membership lists and they will be 
available at the next meeting. I will have them available at all our meetings, 
but if you'd like one before you have the opportunity to pick one up, just 
drop me an email or a text and I will mail one to you. We have 39 members 
as of August 15. There are some lapsed members that may renew their 
memberships, but they have not responded so far. Not on the list this year, 
of course, is Debbie Wycoff, bless her soul, who was a long time member, 
but lost her battle with cancer. She will be missed.
I've made new name tags to start off the new fiscal year, and tried to design 
a new filing folder for them. It's still awkward! The strings are a nuisance! 
and they don't fit well in the filing slots. The consensus at the last meeting 
was that the name tags are worthwhile, so we won't give them up 
yet. Perhaps we need pin on tags? I do have some ideas for totally new 
name tags; we'll see how it develops.
There are still a few of you who owe dues for this coming year that were due 
in May. 
Please send them along to Kathy Sehnert, FCWG Membership, PO Box 253, 
Mancos, CO 81328

v Treasurer’s Report
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July 2017 Four Corners Weavers Guild Treasures’s Report
14 July 2017

$4.56 discrepancy resolved, I had transposed numbers on deposit 
slip, Bank balance was correct : )

Beginning Balance - 20 May 2017 ................ $5069.74

Income:
Dues…………………………………….$350.00

TOTAL INCOME…………………………………..…….$350.00

Expenses:
guild checks ……..……$20.00
judging stipend ............$25.00
refund overpayment.....$50.00

TOTAL EXPENSES:………………………………………..$95.00

Balance………………………………...............……………………..$5324.74

Bank Balance………………………...............………………………$5324.74

Funds committed to Bobbi Irwin Workshop………….$1700.84

Funds available…………………………….………………………….$3623.90

Respectfully submitted: Marianne Hurley 14 July 2017



v Programs and Workshops Report
Eleven eager weavers  were in Hesperus for the workshop on “The Magic of 
Iridescence” with Bobbie Irwin. It truly was a weekend of magic as we saw color 
in a new way and wove gamps and samples that shined and shimmered in the 
sunlight.  
Interspersed with lectures about iridescence, and dozens of beautiful samples 
she has woven over the years in her study of how to achieve this magic in 
weaving, we wove our plain weave samples with 24 colors. It was not just a 
revelation about iridescence but what we learned about using color that was 
amazing. Each new weft brought excitement and wonder at how each color 
shifted and changed and each became my new favorite as it wound over the 
cloth beam.  
After finishing the first sampler we took them off the loom and outside in the sun 
to see the iridescence and chose our two favorites for the second sample that 
was using different weave structures. At this point some of us were left behind as 
a few speedy ones finished theirs before the end of workshop. I am not one of 
those but can't wait to get it finished and try some weave structures I'm not 
familiar with and learn more about how colors change with the weave.
Everyone finished Sunday tired, excited and eager to get something on our 
looms using what we had learned from this wonderful instructor. I've all ready 
bought an 8 harness loom and ordered a 15 dent reed and I'm probably not the 
only one ready to push my weaving to a new level from what I learned in this 
workshop. 
- Sharon Sichi
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v Current News and Upcoming Events
• Sixth annual Salida Fiber Festival at Riverside Park, in the heart of historic 

downtown Salida, Colorado, in scenic Chaffee County. Walk along the 
beautiful Arkansas River, fiber arts demonstrations, a children’s fiber arts 
activities tent, fiber arts classes, and a great variety of vendors and arts displays. 
The Salida Fiber Festival features a Wine and Beer garden, food vendors and 
every type of fiber, fleece, fiber arts, artwork and crafts you can think of. The 
festival will be held at Riverside Park on: Saturday, September 9th from 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. and Sunday, September 10th from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
http://www.salidafiberfestival.com

• September 23-24, Sneffels Fiber Festival, Ridgway, 
CO https://www.sneffelsfiberfest.com/

• Taos Wool Festival in Taos, NM. October 7 & 8, 2017. http://taoswoolfestival.org/
• The Handweavers Guild of America, Inc. will present Convergence®, our 

international fiber arts conference, in Reno, NV, July 6-12, 2018 at the Peppermill 
Resort. http://www.weavespindye.org
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v Announcements
The Cortez Area Fiber Group:  had their annual "at the park" meeting. We 
met on the third Saturday of August (an "off" month for the Guild) at Cortez 
Centennial Park. Caroline guided us through a project of cookie cutter 
felting! Val and Caroline had lots of cookie cutters; Val's collection was 
astonishing! Lots of fun, and easy, too. We all had several finished projects -
- flowers, coyote, shamrock, birds, cars, cactus to take home to use as pins, 
toys, ornaments or parts of a larger project. The weather was great, the 
conversation lively, and the few hours spent together most enjoyable.

v July Meeting Minutes
August 23, 2017
The annual picnic was well attended and all had a great time. We met at 
Carol van der Harten's home in Mancos. At her beautiful home it was lovely 
to watch her alpaca and look at the landscape. We have a new 
member, Lynn Hughes, who lives in Durango. We also had a guest, Ilene 
Naegle from Ganado, AZ and her daughter and granddaughter. Ilene 
teaches Navajo weaving and has taught classes at Linda Smith's.
We talked about IWC, the August workshop with Bobbie Irwin and the Cortez 
group's meeting 19 August for a cookie cutter felting class. Details in previous 
newsletters on these events.
The white elephant had some goodies and we are collecting for the Zephyr  
Cove, AZ school. They can use any good wool or other natural fibers you wish 
to donate. And of course lots of good eats! 
Thanks to Carol for hosting!
Respectfully submitted, Vicki Morningstar
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v Member: Kathy Sehnert
Hi, I’m Kathy Sehnert (think of the “h” as another “n”
like sen –nert), I know it’s a hard Germany name, a real change from my 
maiden name of Evans! I joined the guild in 2010 and have been the 
guild’s membership chairman for most of the years since, so I feel I know 
most everyone by name.

I spent all of my growing up years in Iowa. Like many kids of my 
generation in small town Iowa, it meant local seed corn companies and 
a summer job of detasseling corn; I wasn’t a farm girl, so I could side step 
hoeing bean fields too. While I was in college at Iowa State University I 
managed to get a job on a Colorado Dude Ranch. After two summers 
in Colorado, I knew the cool dry air of Colorado was no match for hot, 
humid Iowa and I was determined I’d make it back after graduation.

My original major in college was Textiles and Clothing; I love to sew. But I 
realized soon that it would be more than sewing! Surprise! I changed 
majors to Child Development, where there were more job 
opportunities. After graduation I took a job in Colorado Springs, -- a big 
city for me! Three years of city life was enough and I was looking for a 
change. By chance I was invited back to the Lake Mancos Ranch for 
another summer. Married the boss, so stayed! We ran the dude ranch 
together for 25 years until his death; then my son and I continued until I 
retired in 2008.

When I was growing up my Mom would always take our old clothes, tear 
them into strips, roll them in balls, and then take them to the weaver for 
rag rugs. It was something I always wanted to learn. In the late 70’s I 
took some weaving lessons and bought a large loom so I could make 
rag rugs. I didn’t get far with weaving then as the demands of the ranch 
didn’t allow much time for the long learning curve for 
weaving. Retirement finally gave me that time, and I found the FCWG 
where the members offered help for me to actually develop some 
weaving skills. Unfortunately, I haven’t advanced much from rags. It 
was a totally new experience to work with fine yarns at the recent 
workshop!

I enjoy the process of weaving, and my rags, and I have plenty of rags 
left from the ranch; but maybe someday I will actually “graduate” to 
some wool yarns. But, then there’s quilting, too!
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v Of Interest
Tidbits from Down Under

Did you know?
• Merino sheep have tender feet and so are raised in the highlands 

where it is dryer.  Individual genetics aside, the harsher the 
environment, the softer the fleece. 

• Crossbred sheep, like Romney 
or Coopworth, are raised in 
the lowlands. 

• There are currently about 
6 sheep per person in New 
Zealand, down from 22 sheep 
per person in 1982.  Depressed wool prices, 
droughts in the 1990s, and an increase in land 
intensive agriculture, such as forestry and dairy, 
are the cause for the decrease in the number 
of sheep.

• The most popular breeds of sheep in New Zealand are Corriedale, NZ 
Romney (66% of all sheep now, especially on the North Island), 
Perendale and Coopworth. Not counting merino, most of the sheep 
are used in the carpet industry (also declining), and for meat. 

Enablers at Your Service: 
Fiber Festivals coming to a neighborhood near you!
September 9-10, Salida Fiber Festival, Salida, CO 
http://www.salidafiberfestival.com
September 23-24, Sneffels Fiber Festival, Ridgway, CO 
https://www.sneffelsfiberfest.com/
October 7-8, Taos Wool Festival, Taos, NM 
http://taoswoolfestival.org/



v Library
We have been gifted with several books from some of our members. We 
thank you for your gifts. If you have any books or related sewing, weaving, 
spinning or knitting books that need to find a new home, why not donate 
them to the guild library? If you would like to know what we already have in 
our library you can go into the guild website to see the list. I will bring a 
selection of books to the next meeting for members to check out. This is a 
good source of information that needs to be used! Karen Dearing at 
krdearing@yahoo.com, 505.334.2669 or 505.860.7735 (cell).

v Contacts for the Four Corners Weavers’ Guild
President  - Karen Dearing 505.334.2669

505.860.7735 (cell)
krdearing@yahoo.com

Vice President – Valerie Hopper 505.330.5677
valeriehopper54@gmail.com

Secretary – Vicki Morningstar 970.779.8314
tgrmorn51@gmail.com

Treasurer – Marianne Hurley 970.560.5878
marianne@crocker.com

Membership Chair – Kathy Sehnert 970.533.7707
kssehnert@gmail.com

Newsletter – Anne Worthington and woollylizard49@gmail.com
Cherie Pitman cheriepitman@gmail.com

v Links: Weaver’s Conferences / Fiber Festivals / 
Magazines and Newsletters

Intermountain Weavers Conference: http://www.intermountainweavers.org
Complex Weavers: https://www.complex-weavers.org
Conference of Northern California Handweavers: http://www.cnch.org

Flag Wool and Fiber Festival: http://www.flagwool.com
Albuquerque Fiber Arts Fiesta: http://www.fiberartsfiesta.org
Salida Fiber Festival: http://www.salidafiberfestival.com
Estes Park Wool Market: http://www.visitestespark.com/events-calendar/special-
events/wool-market/
Taos Wool Festival: http://taoswoolfestival.org
Sneffels Fiber Festival: http://www.sneffelsfiberfest.com
Interweave Yarn Fest: http://www.interweaveyarnfest.com

Weaving Today: http://www.interweave.com/store/weaving/weaving-
books/weaving-books-ebooks
Handwoven Magazine: http://www.interweave.com/store/weaving/weaving-
magazines/weaving-magazines-handwoven
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Fellowship of Spirit Church, 2009 E. 13th Street, Farmington, NM
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Please send newsletter information to Anne Worthington, 23647 Road 
G.2, Cortez, CO 81321, or to woollylizard49@gmail.com.
The newsletter is usually sent out the first week of the meeting months, so 
have information to me by the last week of the month before the 
meeting.
Classified ads cost $5.00 (payable to FCWG) and should be sent to 
Marianne Hurley, P.O. Box 1344, Mancos, CO 81328.

2/19/17, 1:45 PMFellowship of Spirit - Google Maps

Page 1 of 2https://www.google.com/maps/place/Fellowship+of+Spirit/@36.74305…873b8f706128c70b:0x27109f19cdf4ea71!8m2!3d36.743058!4d-108.18108

Map data ©2017 Google 200 ft 

Fellowship of Spirit
Church

2009 E 13th St, Farmington, NM 87401

fellowshipofspirit.co

Fellowship of Spirit

Heading west on Main Street, turn right onto Schofield and then right 
onto 13th Street.  Church will be on the right.  If you get lost call Karen 
505-860-7735



Advertisements
Pricing on the loom and etc.

8 Harness Floor Loom: 42" Herald Jack loom (includes 4 open bottom boat 
shuttles, 2 ski shuttles, hooks, raddle and lease sticks and 2 extra reeds) $700

Weaving Bench with Drawer $100

Schacht Warping Board $50

Nilus Leclerc Penelope Tapestry Loom with extra reeds $100

Please email Dottie at dottieb@frontier.net and leave an email address and 
phone number. All sales are to be in cash or money order. No checks please.
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Advertisements (continued)
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Inspired by a wheel style that is richly rooted in the beginnings of spinning 
wheel history, the Polonaise was masterfully designed and engineered with 
longevity in mind. This enticingly beautiful wheel, a traditional Norwegian 
style design, captures the fashion and refinement of wheels historically 
found in the Baltic areas of Poland and the Scandinavian Peninsula. 
Boasting a magnificent yet graceful 24” drive wheel that is suspended by 
pin and socket bearings, the Polonaise presents with virtually effortless 
treadling. This feature, along with an expansive range of speed/ratio 
options to choose from, gives spinners of all experience levels more 
flexibility than ever before offered in a wheel this large.

This wheel has been used less than 20 hours. Please contact Cherie Pitman 
if you are interested. cheriepitman@gmail.com or 970.533.9069.

´ Kromski Polonaise Spinning Wheel with WooLee
Winder

´ $750 ($850 + $300 New)


