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´ Our November meeting will be 
on November 18th at Cortez 
Electric Inc. at 10419 US-491, 
Cortez, CO 

´ The FCWG meets six times a 
year on the 3rd Saturday of odd 
numbered months. Meeting 
places vary and are 
announced in the newsletter 
published at the beginning of 
odd numbered months.

´ Yearly dues for FCWG are 
$25.00 (payable in May for 
established members). 
Payments should be made out 
to FCWG and sent to: Kathy 
Sehnert, P.O. Box 253, Mancos, 
CO 81328.
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“Mary Meigs Atwater’s recommendation for 

weaving lacy fabric similar to Swedish Lace, was to 

“set the warp as for an open tabby and to beat lightly” 

– Shuttle-Craft Book of American Hand-Weaving, 1972, p. 246

Location: Cortez Electric 
Company
Address: 10419 US-491
Cortez, CO
Chat Time: 9:30 

Meeting Time: 
10:00 am

Program: 
White Elephant Gift 
Exchange
and Bag Lady Exchange

Potluck Lunch



v President’s Message
What a beautiful fall we have had. I have really enjoyed looking at 
all the colors in the trees and especially the sky. Hope you have 
taken the time to look at the colors. Sometimes in my weaving and 
spinning/dyeing I have trouble with what colors go together. That is 
when I go outside and take a look at nature. It is really amazing 
what color combinations there are in the flowers, leaves, and 
evening sunsets. What an inspiration!

Our November meeting is our Christmas party. It is time to return the 
Bag Lady exchange back to the owner. Hope you had fun making 
something out of the stash you were given. If you have any 
materials left over, make sure to return them to the owner. Perhaps 
you could add some cookies, jam or some other homemade 
goodie to the bag. We will be doing the exchange as part of our 
gift exchange. If you would like to do our regular gift exchange as 
well you may do that. In the gift you can put in something that you 
have made as well as an edible goodie. If you choose to do neither 
that is ok also. We always have such a good time. Hope you can 
make this especially fun guild meeting. Our meeting will be in 
Cortez at the Electric Company. See you there.

Karen Dearing  505-334-2669 

2

Dear friends, This is to let you know that Tom died a few minutes 
before 1 am today (October 24). He was only really ill for 10 days, 
and his departure was peaceful.

His memorial service will be Saturday, November 4, 4:30 to 6:30 
pm at the Durango Community Recreation Center. I’ll be sending 
out more information in a few days.

Tom managed to beat the brain surgeon’s life expectancy 
estimate by 3 days. Thanks for all your love and care over the past 
4 months — Stanna

v A Note From Stanna Galbraith



v Membership Chairman’s Report
Another new member! Deb Bacon joined FCWG at the meeting last 
month. Welcome ,Deb. Here is her contact information: Deb Bacon, 
Cell: 303-859-9515 sbskier99@gmail.com, 397 Woodbridge Lane, Durango.
We’ve also had 2 inquiries about the guild. I'll be in contact with them and 
hope we can add more members.
The annual membership list was available at the last meeting. I will have 
copies with me at the next meeting also. If you would like to have one 
mailed or emailed to you , please let me know.
Good news from Carol Vander Harten. She and Arthur were making a fall 
trip east on I-80 and agreed to transport Debbie’s “war” loom to its new 
home at Wessels Living History Farm in York, Nebraska. So, after over a year 
of shuffling the loom around, it finally found an appreciative home this 
week. I think Debbie would be pleased to know that the loom went to an 
historic venue that can share it with the public.
Kathy Sehnert, FCWG Membership, PO Box 253, Mancos, CO 81328

v Treasurer’s Report
The beginning balance of 14 July was $5324.74.  Income included: dues 
$75.00, ads $5.00, workshop $35.00, for a total of $115.00.   Expenses 
included:  refunds $237.00, Bobbie Irwin $1254.54, Hesperus Camp $878.40, 
and stipends and fair awards $200.00 for a total of $ 2569.94.  Outstanding 
checks are not reflected in this report and a full accounting of the Bobbie 
Irwin workshop will be submitted at the next meeting.

v Programs and Workshops Report
Jere and Caroline will work on lining up some ideas for workshops for next 
year and later.  It was decided that we should not have a workshop in the 
same year as IWC. 
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v Tips, Techniques, Educational Soundbites:
Did you know that Mary Meigs Atwater, famous American 
handweaver also found time to write a detective novel, Crime in Corn 
Weather (1935). According to Linda Ligon of Interweave Press, author of 
the preface to the 1992 reprint edition, Atwater was fascinated with the 
criminal mind and "frequented the scenes of violent crimes, attended 
local trials, and wrote 'whodunits' and articles for True Crime magazine in 
the wee hours of the morning, after finishing her work for the Shuttle-Craft 
Guild of American Handweavers." -- The Passing Tramp,
http://thepassingtramp.blogspot.com.au/2012/05/forgotten-novel-crime-
in-corn-weather.html
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v Member: Sharon Sichi
I have been weaving for about 45 years and for all 
that I'm not a particularly good weaver but I can 
guarantee you no one does it with more joy or 
pleasure.  I have a very good life but any day I 
can weave it's a better day.

Since I'm staring hard at 80 my focus lately has been to use up my stash.  
My plan was to use up my stash and then die but since (as you all know) 
whenever you use something you already have you always need to buy 
something else to go with it.  At this rate I will live forever.  I've been 
making lots of doubleweave afghans, they use a lot of yarn, but since I 
never seem to calculate what I need very well it has also been a good 
exercise in stretching my creativity and being content with what 
happens rather then always thinking what was in my mind is the only way 
to go.  I'm having lots of fun and isn't that what it's all about?

I've held every office in the guild but treasurer and I don't think there 
could be a better group of women than we have in our guild.  It's nice to 
see so many new weavers and especially ones that are willing to step up 
and keep this group going and learning.

If I didn't sit near Cherie Pitman I'd never have to do anything but attend 
meetings and smile. Thank you all for being there and inspiring me. 

v Of Interest
Mary Meigs Atwater
Mary Meigs Atwater believed it was a weaver’s responsibility to share 
information. She did that through her guild, various publications, at 
universities and conferences, and through correspondence with individual 
weavers.

She’s well known for publication of the Shuttle-Craft Book of American 
Handweaving, and the monthly Shuttle-Craft Bulletins, among other 
books. She is also known for her development of weaving as occupational 
therapy in World War I, where many vocational aides and soldiers learned 
to weave.

Mary Meigs Atwater is also known for her study and analysis of lace and 
spot Bronson. Harriet Tidball gave MMW credit for originating the lace 
structure and suggested that it be called Atwater-Bronson lace.



v Current News and Upcoming Events
• The Handweavers Guild of America, Inc. will present Convergence®, our 

international fiber arts conference, in Reno, NV, July 6-12, 2018 at the 
Peppermill Resort. http://www.weavespindye.org
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v Announcements
Habitat for Humanity, Durango was donated a loom with lots of 
accessories. It is a Leclerc Artisat folding floor loom. 36” weaving width, 4 
heddles, 6 treadles, sectional back beam. It comes with a bobbin rack, lots 
of spools, 2 tension boxes and other accessories. They have it priced at 
$1,400. If interested, contact or visit the store.
Caroline

Debbie’s War Loom. Carol Van der Harten and her husband have delivered 
Debbie’s war loom to its new home. Please check out their web sites - a ton 
of wonderful information.

Find us on Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/livinghistoryfarm

Check out our Website! http://www.livinghistoryfarm.org/
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v July Meeting Minutes
September 27, 2017
The meeting was held at Fellowship of Spirit Church in Farmington, NM
The Business portion was called to order at 10:00 by the president.
We had a new member join us, Deb Bacon from Durango.
The minutes were approved as written in the newsletter.
The treasurers’ report was read and approved.   The beginning balance of 14 July was 
$5324.74.  Income included: dues $75.00, ads $5.00, workshop $35.00, for a total of 
$115.00.   Expenses included:  refunds $237.00, Bobbie Irwin $1254.54, Hesperus Camp 
$878.40, and stipends and fair awards $200.00 for a total of $ 2569.94.  Outstanding 
checks are not reflected in this report and a full accounting of the Bobbie Irwin 
workshop will be submitted at the next meeting
Committee reports:
Membership: We have another new member, Deb Bacon from Durango.  Lynn Hughes, 
also new, attended the Cortez group in September.  A new membership list is being 
updated.  New name tags were suggested, that we make a felted tag, cookie cutter 
which the Cortez group did, with a pin attached to wear.  This may be the program for 
May.
Service Project:  Our next meeting is the collection for the shelter items; hats, gloves, 
socks, scarves, etc.  They can be handmade or purchased.  Also, small toiletries items, 
soaps, shampoos, toothbrush, paste, etc. in a zip lock are a welcome donation.  
Library:  New items have been donated and the Bobbie Irwin’s book, “Iridescence” and 
Melodie Ushers' book “The Perfect Warp” have been added.  Check the website for a 
full listing.
Website:  The Facebook (FB) page is an open page; you do not have to join to view.  
Some videos on the FB page that are worth viewing are, The Story of Wool, and How 
Linen is Made.  Our FB page I getting some views, the Cortez group meeting had 93 
views, and The Bobbie Irwin workshop had 329.   This is a good way to get our guild 
noticed and draw in new members!  Some good FB sites for weavers, but you have to 
join, are Weaving, Rigid Heddle (RH) Loom Endeavor and RH Loom Weaving. There are 
sites on FB for buying and selling weaving items, one good one is All Fiber Equipment For 
Sale. The guilds web page, fourcornersweaversguild.com (with no spaces or capitals, but 
Google will find it for you) has handouts, recipes, items for sale and how to join.  It is a 
good way to reach out to the community.  Our hosting service is good for the next 3 
years and our domain name needs to be renewed.  The renewal was approved.  
Zephyr Cove School:  the yarn donations were mailed to them in September, 4 boxes!  
Reimbursement to Caroline for shipping costs was approved.
The “War Loom” will be moved to York, Nebraska and there is a website and FB for the 
Wessels Living History Farm where it is going to reside.
Workshops:  Jere and Caroline will work on lining up some ideas for workshops for next 
year and later.  It was decided that we should not have a workshop in the same year as 
IWC. 
The November meeting will be in Cortez at the Electric Company.  Bring your grab bag 
exchange and if you wish to participate in the gift exchange, bring a handmade item 
and a goody treat.  
Show and tell was varied, our “shawls” from the Bobbie Irwin workshop and various 
classes attended at IWC.  These included Lana- Sprang class, Jere- Viking Drop Spindle, 
Stanna - Fabric Embellishment, Vicki and Ellie- Robyn Spady Extreme Warp.
Meeting was adjourned at 1135.
Respectfully submitted, Vicki Morningstar



v Library
We have been gifted with several books from some of our members. We 
thank you for your gifts. If you have any books or related sewing, weaving, 
spinning or knitting books that need to find a new home, why not donate 
them to the guild library? If you would like to know what we already have in 
our library you can go into the guild website to see the list. I will bring a 
selection of books to the next meeting for members to check out. This is a 
good source of information that needs to be used! Karen Dearing at 
krdearing@yahoo.com, 505.334.2669 or 505.860.7735 (cell).

v Contacts for the Four Corners Weavers’ Guild
President  - Karen Dearing 505.334.2669

505.860.7735 (cell)
krdearing@yahoo.com

Vice President – Valerie Hopper 505.330.5677
valeriehopper54@gmail.com

Secretary – Vicki Morningstar 970.779.8314
tgrmorn51@gmail.com

Treasurer – Marianne Hurley 970.560.5878
marianne@crocker.com

Membership Chair – Kathy Sehnert 970.533.7707
kssehnert@gmail.com

Newsletter – Anne Worthington and woollylizard49@gmail.com
Cherie Pitman cheriepitman@gmail.com

v Links: Weaver’s Conferences / Fiber Festivals / 
Magazines and Newsletters

Intermountain Weavers Conference: http://www.intermountainweavers.org
Complex Weavers: https://www.complex-weavers.org
Conference of Northern California Handweavers: http://www.cnch.org

Flag Wool and Fiber Festival: http://www.flagwool.com
Albuquerque Fiber Arts Fiesta: http://www.fiberartsfiesta.org
Salida Fiber Festival: http://www.salidafiberfestival.com
Estes Park Wool Market: http://www.visitestespark.com/events-calendar/special-
events/wool-market/
Taos Wool Festival: http://taoswoolfestival.org
Sneffels Fiber Festival: http://www.sneffelsfiberfest.com
Interweave Yarn Fest: http://www.interweaveyarnfest.com

Weaving Today: http://www.interweave.com/store/weaving/weaving-
books/weaving-books-ebooks
Handwoven Magazine: http://www.interweave.com/store/weaving/weaving-
magazines/weaving-magazines-handwoven
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Map data ©2017 Google 2000 ft 

Cortez Electric Inc., 10419 US-491, Cortez, CO 81321
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Please send newsletter information to Anne Worthington, 23647 Road 
G.2, Cortez, CO 81321, or to woollylizard49@gmail.com.
The newsletter is usually sent out the first week of the meeting months, so 
have information to me by the last week of the month before the 
meeting.
Classified ads cost $5.00 (payable to FCWG) and should be sent to 
Marianne Hurley, P.O. Box 1344, Mancos, CO 81328.



Advertisements:

60” Gilmore Loom for Sale in Durango, CO for $2500
Maple jack floor loom in excellent condition
8 harnesses, 14 treadles
6, 13, 15, and 20 dent reeds
Steel heddles
Sectional rear beam, lease stick
Used and stored in conditioned space. Great for all types of weaving from 
delicate (lace) to heavy (rugs). Will consider delivery for mileage costs (need 
muscle to off load at destination). Moving to much smaller home so need to sell.
Contact Barbara Hawn at barbara.hawn@gmail.com or 970 382-1304 (cell) or 
970 382-9977(home)
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Beautiful handcrafted Fireside loom . . . . .   

 

 8 harnesses — 10 treadles 

 Jack type floor loom — metal headles 

 48” width — oak wood 

 42” hinged oak bench with storage included  

 Excellent condition — $4975 

Contact: 

Mary Vozar 

970-533-7292  

mvozar@yahoo.com 

 

Loom For Sale 

Advertisements: (continued)


