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“May Day is Payday” – annual dues are due!!! 
 
May Meeting     Pam Ramsey’s house 
Chat Time: 9:30am     1281 CR 123 
Meeting Time: 10:00am    Hesperus, CO 81326 
 
After our business meeting and ‘show & tell’, we’ll share a potluck lunch – no assignments this time… just 
bring what you’d like. 
Felting a Medicine Bag:   Afternoon workshop with Pam Ramsey at La Plata Farms. 
Using simple resist felting techniques, we will make a seamless felted pouch that can then be embellished 
with beads, feathers, stitchery and more. 
We will be working outside and participants should dress accordingly.  Hopefully it will be warm and sunny.  
If the weather doesn’t cooperate, we’ll move into Doug’s machine shop which has heat.  
I’ll provide:  Navajo Churro roving for felting in many different natural colors,  large aluminum trays with 
screen liners for felting, hot water, soap, rinse water, etc.   I have 4 large banquet tables and 2 smaller tables 
so can accommodate a fair number.   Cost of the workshop is $5.00 to cover some of the wool costs.  You can 
use as much as you want.    
Bring:  A plastic bag to take your wet felt home in.  An apron to protect your clothes from wet wool.  
IMPORTANT: please bring a lawn chair, I have a few but not enough for everyone. Maybe a notebook and 
pen for taking notes.  I will have a handout.    Pot Luck Dish to share.   I’ll fire up my big percolator and have 
coffee and fixings and hot water for tea.    
 
Those that expressed some interest in making a felted name tag, plan on coming early (anytime after 8am) 
and we’ll felt some small pieces, once they are dry, we can needlefelt our names on them.  I’ll provide felting 
needles,  you might want to bring a foam pad to lay under your piece your needle felting.  Any questions, 
contact Pam at 970-749-5485,  or email: laplatafarms@gobrainstorm.net.  If you’re here at 8am, definitely 
bring a jacket, mornings are cool.    
Lots of baby lambs right now, so for those that want, we can take a break and check out the babies.   

 

For directions to Pam’s house, see map at end of newsletter 
 

********************************************* 
 

Contacts for the Four Corners Weavers’ Guild 
Current Officers           
President – Kris Dixon      505-860-0349  kdix@aol.com    
Vice-president – Karen Dearing  505-334-2669  krdearing@yahoo.com    
Secretary – Debbie Wyckoff 970-247-7726  wyckoff@bresnan.net       
Treasurer – Caroline Spurgeon  970 562-6501  cspurgeon@FtiTel.net    
Membership Chairman--Kathy Sehnert           kssehnert@gmail.com  

mailto:laplatafarms@gobrainstorm.net
mailto:Paul5280@advantas.net
mailto:krdearing@yahoo.com
mailto:wyckoff@bresnan.net
mailto:cspurgeon@FtiTel.net
mailto:kssehnert@gmail.com
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The FCWG meets 6 times a year on the 3rd Saturday of odd numbered months.  Meeting places vary and are 
announced in the newsletter published at the beginning of odd numbered months. 
Yearly dues for the FCWG are $25.00 (payable in May for established members).  Payments should be made 
to FCWG and sent to: 

              Kathy Sehnert  ****Note new address for dues**** 

                       12014 Rd 42 
                       Mancos, CO 81328 
 

Please send newsletter information to Sue Johnson, PO Box 6576, Farmington, NM 87499 or email to 
fcwgnews@hotmail.com .  The newsletter is usually sent out the first week of the meeting months, so have 
information to me by the last week of the month before the meeting.  Classified ads cost $5.00 (payable to 
FCWG) and should be sent to Caroline Spurgeon, PO Box 359, Yellow Jacket, CO 81335. 

 
PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

 

May 2011 
 

 Our May 21st meeting will be at Pam Ramsey’s farm.  See the information from 
Pam in this newsletter about the fun workshop she has planned!  
  
 It still looks like the IWC Board will be joining us at Pam’s on May 21st.  They 
need to meet with Guild volunteers and this looks like the best plan at the time of this 
writing.  So I hope that a lot of you are planning to volunteer at IWC and will plan to 
stay a little longer at Pam’s to accommodate Phillenore Howard and the IWC Board 
that day.   
 Note… at the last meeting in March, Elaine Bakkenson offered to be the liaison 
between the Guild volunteers and IWC.  If you haven’t already, PLEASE let Elaine 
(rab@advantas.net 505-324-9888) or me (kdix@aol.com) know if you will stay a 
little extra time on the 21st to meet with the IWC Board!  They would like to know.  
Also for any of you who won’t be at our Guild meeting that day, please also let us 
Elaine or me know if you can volunteer for IWC so we can pass on your name to 
them.  More volunteers are needed. 
 The IWC Board will come to our May 21st meeting with a list of when and 
where they will need help.  It will be very coordinated.  We can volunteer to work as 
little as a half day or as much as we would like.  Volunteers will be welcome to attend 
any of the events for which IWC normally charges:  Fiber Celebrated opening on 
Thursday evening, keynote speaker (Yoshiko Wada) on Friday evening, and the fiber 
and fashion show on Saturday evening.  The vendor market is open to the public as 
usual.   Here is the IWC website if you have not checked it out yet:  
http://www.intermountainweavers.org   (Has full schedule and registration info.)  
   

mailto:fcwgnews@hotmail.com
mailto:rab@advantas.net
mailto:kdix@aol.com
http://www.intermountainweavers.org/


 

Volume 33 Issue 3                                 May 21, 2011 

3 
 

 Well, the experiment I mentioned in the last newsletter didn’t pan out in 
Durango.  I found it very interesting that with all of the advertising, some of which 
was particularly focused, we had no curious public visiting our March open house.  
Our primary contacts will probably still be at the fairs and expos.  So, please, 
everyone remember to take a Guild contact sign-up sheet with you when you 
demonstrate or have a booth at any of those venues and then get them back to me.  
That way we can follow up with those people who are interested in spinning and 
weaving and other fiber arts.  The “PUBLIC CONTACT SHEET” form (.PDF) is on our 
website on the newsletter page.  Just download it and print a couple of copies when 
you need them. (The “FCWG FLYER” [.PDF] brochure is there, also.) 
 

We had a great workshop in Durango in March.  Each of us went home with our nice 
sample item of fabric weaving.  Many thanks to Betty Reed for a well organized great 
time!  It was a new experience and lots of fun. 
 

Thanks to Pam Ramsey, Jere Lard, and Caroline Spurgeon for putting out the Open 
House notices in their areas (It is appreciated regardless of the turnout!) and to Anne 
Hanson for getting the key and staying to get the hall cleaned up at the end of the 
day! 
 

See you all on the 21st! 
 

Kris Dixon 
 

 

MINUTES 
 

Guild minutes for March 19, 2011 

Christ the King Lutheran Church, Durango, CO 

Kris Dixon called our meeting to order at 10:00am. Sixteen members were in attendance. There was a 

motion and approval of the January minutes. The treasurer’s report was discussed and there was a 

motion and approval of the treasurer’s report. It was approved for Sue Johnson to put newsletters 

from other guilds on e-mail for members to read. They will still be passed around at meetings. 

President Kris passed around our email list to verify each members address. 

            Under old business – The San Juan show was discussed. We sold a few things and Kris 

passed around a nice electronic slide show presentation. IWC was discussed. Elaine Bakkenson will 

chair the group involved with helping to hang the Center for SW Studies show. This show will hang 

thru sometime in September. Phyllis Hollenbeck and Caroline Spurgeon attended the Fiber 

Wednesday of the Teec Nos Pos Chapter. We discussed attending more of the scheduled Fiber 
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Wednesday’s and Sunday spin offs at their Teec Chapter House. Kris Dixon discussed the service 

projects from the holidays and we all wanted to continue these projects. So keep working on those 

scarves , hats, and gloves. She brought a basket that will be at each meeting to be filled as you finish 

those projects. Jere Lard talked about the Pagosa retreat and how expensive it has gotten. We will 

look around for other possible retreat sights. Caroline Spurgeon talked about our webpage and we 

should all visit and contribute to our pages. A card was passed around for Zelpha Gentry to cheer her 

up after surgery. 

            New Business –  Our May meeting will be at Pam Ramsey’s farm. She brought samples of 

felted medicine bags we will make using a resist technique with roving. It will be pot luck. Bring a 

chair and we might can even do felted name tags. More info in May newsletter about supplies. Kathy 

Sehnart will be our Membership chairperson. Kris encouraged our members to let Sue Johnson know 

if you needed the newsletter mailed. Check our website to keep in communication with the guild. 

Thanks Caroline for maintaining this site. Check the library lists, classifieds, resource page for 

recipes and interesting projects, pictures (she can always use more pictures), events section for 

happenings in our area and membership information. Jere Lard attended Wines of the San Juan in 

Bloomfield. They showcase an artist a month. We discussed if this would be something members are 

interested in. It’s a one day show that could accommodate 3 or 4 people participating. Those 

interested contact Jere. Elaine Bakkenson mentioned that we will have our next show at San Juan 

College in 2 years. 

            We adjourned at 11:00 and had show and tell and prepared for our afternoon fabric weaving 

workshop with Betty Reed and our open house demonstrations. 

                                                                                    Respectfully submitted,  

                                                                                    Debbie Wyckoff   

 

NOTES FROM MEMBERS 
From Kris Dixon 
FYI From Kris: 
This is a followup to the long form survey some of you filled out last year at 
Caroline’s.  Seven of the sheets were turned in.  It is not necessarily a “vote” but there 
are points to consider here.  It is always nice to have this kind of input.  Here are 
comments: 

1. How is the Guild working for you?  Five like it the way it is.  Three think we can 
do more in our communities.  Five want more fee-based workshops.  Two want 
all-day meeting/workshops. 

2. Are your interests being addressed?  Six say “yes” and two of those would like 
us to work together more on projects. 

3. Are there things you particularly want to learn?  Need weaving procedure 
instruction for the floor loom.  Need instruction on doubleweave. 
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4. What do you find most interesting about the Guild?  Social contact with other 
weavers.  Seeing work of other weavers.  Meeting at Guild member homes.  
The women, the encouragement, and inspiration.  Exchange of ideas, 
friendship, and motivation.  The people.  Meeting others who love fiber things.  
Learning new techniques. 

5. Do we need to do more outreach to young people and the communities?  
How?  What kind of things?  Yes, have to think on how.  Places we could 
demonstrate:  college, high school, and better representation at all the county 
fairs.  Teach for San Juan College during Kids College in the summer.  Making 
things for others; small quilts or baby blankets for Crisis Pregnancy Center 
would be fun and special for women. 

6. Other comments.  Love the TeecNosPos connection. The social interaction is 
great!  More outreach at college, high school, and elementary level.  More 
outreach to Native American communities.  More exposure and more free PR; 
newspapers are good free PR.  Culture Center is good; Karen Davis and Helen 
Kuenzler did a program there.  Educational opportunities?  School program?  
Have Guild meetings as usual; other months, have area meetings.  Guild 
members could teach a yearly class at San Juan College in weaving; Guild would 
gain exposure, teaching experience, new members, and new weaving projects; 
have some involvement in horticulture, agriculture courses and other programs 
that involve plants (for plant dying). 

 
See what great ideas we have?  Let’s talk about them. 

 

Lost and Found? from Kris: 

At the last meeting at the Lutheran church in Durango, someone left a plastic 
shopping bag of knitting yarns on the counter in the kitchen.  I have it... just didn’t 
know what was intended for it or if someone left it on purpose as a donation to our 
hats and scarves project.  If it isn’t claimed we will use it for that project. 
 

 
 
 
FROM KRIS…  JUST IN CASE YOU DIDN’T READ THE LETTER! 
 It looks like the IWC Board will be joining us at Pam’s on May 21st after our 
workshop in the afternoon.  They need to meet with Guild volunteers and this looked 
like the best plan at the time of this writing.  So I hope that a lot of you are planning 
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to volunteer at IWC and will plan to stay a little longer at Pam’s to accommodate 
Phillenore Howard and the IWC Board that day.  More volunteers are needed. 
 PLEASE let Elaine (rab@advantas.net 505-324-9888) or me (kdix@aol.com) 
know if you will stay a little extra time on the 21st to meet with the IWC Board!  
They would like to know.  They will come to this meeting with a list of when and 
where they will need help.  It will be very coordinated.  We can volunteer to work 
as little as a half day or as much as we would like.  Volunteers will be welcome to 
attend any of the events for which IWC normally charges:  Fiber Celebrated opening 
on Thursday evening, keynote speaker (Yoshiko Wada) on Friday evening, and the 
fiber and fashion show on Saturday evening.  The vendor market is open to the 
public as usual.   
 Here is the IWC website if you have not checked it out yet: 
http://www.intermountainweavers.org/index.php  (Has full schedule and registration 
info.)  
 
From Mary Walls 
I got a call a week ago from HGA, informing me that their Spring issue (out in a week or two) 
will have a section on the Convergence 2010 "Eye Dazzlers" exhibit. They are planning to 
publish pics of my lidded container "Ceremonial Urn"! It will be in Shuttle, Spindle and 
Dyepot, Spring edition. 
Also, I participated in the Durango Art Center 2010 juried Christmas show called "Holiday 
Art Ole'" that ran from November 19 to December 24. After selling around 90 of my one-of-
a-kind bead necklaces at the show, the Center asked me if I would like to put them in their 
gift shop, so I did. It's a reasonable gift at $12.00 each, in this tough economy. Those little 
beaded necklaces placed me in third place for sales among 25 artists in the show! 
I have been also selling those, nuno felted scarves and organza flower brooches at a new 
shop in Pagosa Springs called The Wildflower Floral and Gift Shop at Third Street and Main 
(Hwy. 160). The owners have been buying my art outright since December; so I don't have 
to consign with them. Sweet! 
PS. My first festival this season will be the Pagosa Fiber Festival....where I will be selling my 
one-of-a-kind wearable art, "treasures from resurrected materials". Stop in and see me if 
you happen to come to the wool festival. 
 
 

From Sue Johnson 
If anyone is looking for something to do over the Memorial Day weekend, please 
consider visiting Farmington’s Riverfest celebration at Berg Park along the river.   
Betty and I will have a booth (booth #6) inside the Courtyard Marriott, 560 Scott Ave. 
in Farmington.   
 
 

mailto:rab@advantas.net
mailto:kdix@aol.com
http://www.intermountainweavers.org/index.php
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MEMBERSHIP ADDITIONS & CHANGES 
 
Kathy Morey 
PO Box 267 
Kasilof, AK 99610 
907 262 4463 (home) 
907 299 4463 (cell) 

 

COMING EVENTS 
 

May 14, 2011 Hubble Trading Post Native American Art Auction – for more information contact 
Frank Carragher at 928 485-1921 or call (928) 755-3475 and visit these websites: www.nps.gov/hutr 
 and www.friendsofhubbell.org  or email to marketingfoh@gmail.com   
 
May 20, 21, 22, Mini Sheep Is Life 
PLEASE JOIN US AND BRING A FRIEND AND A "POT-LUCK" LUNCH TO SHARE! 
For more information please contact us at roykady@dinewoven.com, or call (928) 656-3498. 
 

May 26, 27 and 28, 2011 – Albuquerque Fiber Arts Fiesta! www.fiberartsfiesta.org  
 

May 28 & 29. 2011 Pagosa Fiber Festival – Town Park, Pagosa Springs, CO 
Friday workshops, Sat. & Sun. mini-workshops – www.pagosafiberfestival.org  
 
June 20-25, 2011 Sheep Is Life – Dine’ College, Tsaile, AZ 
 

 
 
July 21 - 24, 2011 - IWC - A Conference for Fiber Artists - Fort Lewis College, Durango, Colorado 
WORKSHOPS led by nationally-renowned instructors: Weaving (rug, fabric, tapestry), Basketry, 
Dyeing, Shibori, Surface Design and Embellishments, Felting, Sewing, Knitting 

http://www.nps.gov/hutr
http://www.friendsofhubbell.org/
mailto:marketingfoh@gmail.com
mailto:roykady@dinewoven.com
http://www.fiberartsfiesta.org/
http://www.pagosafiberfestival.org/


 

Volume 33 Issue 3                                 May 21, 2011 

8 
 

Membership in IWC entitles you to reduced conference rates and early registration notification. 
VENDOR MARKET EXHIBITS AND FIBER CELEBRATED 2011 - Registration begins in January. 
Join now at: www.intermountainweavers.org 

************************************ 
 
FOR YOUR INFO, HERE ARE SOME CONTACTS FOR DIFFERENT FIBER-RELATED THINGS     
 
*WEAVERS CONFERENCES/MAGAZINES: 
                                                                                                                                        
weavespindye@compuserve.com    www.fiberartsfiesta.org                                              
 http://www.weavespindye.org     Albuquerque Fiber Arts Fiesta                                                  
 
www.complex-weavers.org                                                          http://www.intermountainweavers.org    
Complex Weavers                                                                        Intermountain Weavers Conference 
 
http://www.midwestweavers.org    http://www.interweave.com  
Midwest Weavers Conference                                                       Interweave Press 
 
http://www.interweave.com/weave/handwoven_magazine      
Handwoven Weaving Weekly enewsletter (subscribe at link above)  
 
http://www.cnch.org/cnchnet/ 

e-journal of the Conference of Northern California Handweavers (CNCH)  
 
 
*WOOL MARKET/WOOL FESTIVAL 
events@estes.org        questions@taoswoolfestival.org 
http://www.estesnet.com/events/woolmarket.htm   http://www.taoswoolfestival.org  
Estes Park Wool Market       Taos Wool Festival 
 
http://www.pagosafiberfestival.com/       http://www.woolfestivalsw.meridian1.net  
Pagosa Fiber Festival       Wool Festival of the Southwest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.intermountainweavers.org/
mailto:weavespindye@compuserve.com
http://www.fiberartsfiesta.org/
http://www.weavespindye.org/
http://www.complex-weavers.org/
http://www.intermountainweavers.org/
http://www.midwestweavers.org/
http://www.interweave.com/
http://www.interweave.com/weave/handwoven_magazine
http://www.cnch.org/cnchnet/
mailto:events@estes.org
mailto:questions@taoswoolfestival.org
http://www.estesnet.com/events/woolmarket.htm
http://www.taoswoolfestival.org/
http://www.pagosafiberfestival.com/
http://www.woolfestivalsw.meridian1.net/
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 Directions to Pam Ramsey’s house 
 

 
Pam and Doug Ramsey 
La Plata Farms 
Navajo Churro Sheep and Wool 
1281 CR 123, Hesperus, CO 81326 
Pam – 970-749-5485            970-749-5485       
Doug - 970-385-4375            970-385-4375       
www.laplatafarms.com 

  

 
 

 


