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´ Our July meeting will be at the 
Carol van der Harten’s in 
Mancos on Saturday July, 15 
2017 from 9:30 am to around 3. 
This will be our summer picnic

´ The FCWG meets six times a 
year on the 3rd Saturday of odd 
numbered months. Meeting 
places vary and are 
announced in the newsletter 
published at the beginning of 
odd numbers months.

´ Yearly dues for FCWG are 
$25.00 (payable in May for 
established members). 
Payments should be made out 
to FCWG and sent to: Kathy 
Sehnert, P.O. Box 253, Mancos, 
CO 81328.
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“I have learned that each and every piece of cloth 
embodies the spirit, skill, and personal history of an 

individual weaver.. . . It ties together with an endless 
thread the emotional life of my people…”

-- Nilda Callanaupa Alvarez

Location: 
Carol van der Harten’s

Address:  
xx

Chat Time: 
9:30 

Meeting Time: 
10:00 am

Program: 
Summer Picnic

Potluck Lunch



v President’s Message
I hope you are all having a great summer. If you are like me, there is a lot to 
do, places to go and people to see! Sometimes I get so busy doing things that 
I forget to save time for spinning and weaving. Perhaps you are the same 
way. But setting aside time for ourselves once or twice a week to be creative 
really makes a person feel good and fulfilled. 
There are lots of activities this summer for us to enjoy. Of course there is our 
annual picnic on July 15. We are having a white elephant sale so bring things 
you would like to sell or trade or give away to some deserving person. Doug 
Ramsey will be there also and will have a table of yarns that were in Pam’s 
shop. After our picnic he will have them available for sale. 
Other activities are the Intermountain Weavers Conference, our weekend 
workshop with Bobbie Irwin and of course the county fairs. The Intermountain 
Weavers Conference has great classes as well as a vendor market and several 
shows. The keynote speaker on Thursday night has had extensive experience in 
the area of silk. I am looking forward to hearing her speak. Several members of 
our guild will have vendor booths at the conference. Check us out and see 
how we spend some of our time! Make sure to take advantage of all the 
interesting activities that are available to us this summer.
I will see you all at the picnic in a few weeks! 
Make sure to bring a potluck dish and your show and tell items.

Karen Dearing – President 
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v Of Interest:
For those interested in rug/tapestry weaving, especially in historic Navajo weaving here 
is a link to the Northern Arizona University archives where a 1941 silent video is housed. 
The following is a description of the video. Permission is required to reproduce it, but I 
was able to save the video to my computer by clicking on 75256.mp4.

This silent 1941 Kodachrome amateur film by Tad Nichols entitled Navajo Rug Weaving
(1938-1939) runs for 18 minutes (original format 16mm 7-inch reel).        
This film is a cohesive, well-shot, and edited work, which documents a Navajo weaer’s
(Sally Peshlakai) labor at the Peshiakai summer camp. Through this film, Nichols captures 
the entire process of weaving a Navajo rug. He shows Sally Peshlakai shearing sheep, 
carding, washing, dying, and spinning wool; building a loom; weaving a rug; and finally 
cutting it off the loom. Sally and Clyde Peshlakai--the stars of the film--
are also main characters in Courtney Reeder Jones' book Letters from Wupatki; Jones
herself appears in this film.

The Amateur Cinema League named Navajo Rug Weaving one of the 
"Ten Best" films in 1945. Nichols showed and lectured about the film in various 
museum and educational venues during the first half of the 1940s- including the 
Field Museum in Chicago and the Heard Museum in Phoenix. Digitization and 
preservation funded by the National Film Preservation Foundation.

http://archive.library.nau.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/cpa/id/73097/



v Membership Chairman’s Report
Hi gals! It was a good turn out for our last meeting. With only 6 meetings a 
year it's nice to see that it's a priority for some members. I'm still receiving the 
annual dues; just a few more renewals to go; I've emailed those that haven't 
paid, so you know who you are. The annual membership list will be prepared 
in August and available at the September meeting. We've had an inquiry 
from a potential new member. She is just moving to Durango and is planning 
to come to the July meeting and picnic.
The Cortez area "off month" group met at Anne Worthington's for an 
individual project work day. We decided our August meeting on the 
third Saturday in August will be a workshop. Caroline will guide us through a 
new project -- cookie cutter felting. We'll make felted shapes that can be 
ornaments, embellishments or anything you can imagine. Sounds like 
fun! You all are welcome; let me know and I'll be sure you get an email 
about time, place and supplies.
I've been thinking about our name tags since some need to be replaced. 
We adopted them about six years ago as a way for new members to get 
acquainted. I found them very helpful when I was new to the Guild. The idea 
was that each member could create her own individual tag, but I think only 
Caroline, Sharon and I did that. But-- they can be a bit of a nuisance to 
distribute, collect, and file. I don't really mind, but I'm wondering how useful 
they really are. Any thoughts?
See you at the picnic.

Kathy Sehnert, FCWG Membership, PO Box 253, Mancos, CO 81328

v Treasurer’s Report
The beginning balance was $4193.34. Income included workshop receipts 
$972.00, dues $200.00, and a donation of $5.00 for a total income of 
$1177.00.  Expenses included the workshop at Hesperus Camp $275.16 and 
space rental of $30.00, totaling $305.16. There is a difference in what the 
treasurer has and the bank, in our favor, which is being reviewed.  Funds 
committed for the Bobbie Irwin workshop are $1700.84, leaving a balance of 
$3358.34.
Marianne Hurley, Treasurer

v Programs and Workshops Report
The Bobbie Irwin workshop in August is on track.  The warps were distributed 
to the attendees and Karen will help anyone with warping their loom.
Valerie Hopper, Vice President
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v Current News and Upcoming Events
• Intermountain Weavers Conference is coming up on July 27 - 30, 2017.

There are some wonderful one day and three day workshops, and the website 
has application forms if anyone would like to be a vendor. 
http://www.intermountainweavers.org
Linda Smith will be teaching a three day class in watercolor felting at the 
conference this year and her husband will be taking care of her booth.

• The Handweavers Guild of America, Inc. will present Convergence®, our 
international fiber arts conference, in Reno, NV, July 6-12, 2018 at the Peppermill 
Resort.

• Weaving Class to be offered at DeGoatsnsheep Ranch, Bayfield, Colorado
They are excited to present the second annual week-long class in beginning 
Navajo Weaving during the week of August 7 -12, 2017.  See Appendix (page 
12-14) at the end of this document for registration and details!

• Hujatolla Heritage Festival is a 2-day event August 12 and 13th, 2017 to honor 
Hispanic and Native American Cultures through art, education and 
presentation. Artists, educators and performers will showcase the rich heritage 
of Southern Colorado. (See page 10 & 11 in the Appendix for more details.
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v Member: Carol van der Harten
I was born the second of four daughters to 
parents who hailed from Wyoming. As university 
professors, they always stressed that their girls 
must be well educated. My oldest sister became 
a lawyer, my two younger sisters an architect and librarian, and I, being 
an outlier, went to medical School. The US Navy provided me with a 
scholarship, and I served as a Navy flight surgeon in Brunswick, Maine and 
London, England. I then spent 3 years in Holland with my new husband 
and had the first two of three children. When his duty to the Dutch Navy 
was completed we moved back to the states and we undertook 
additional training, mine in pathology and his in occupational 
medicine. Our job opportunities took us to Las Vegas where we practiced 
for 24 years, and raised our 3 children. We feel so fortunate to have found 
the four corners area to retire, where I am taking advantage of all the 
wonderful opportunities to learn about fiber, weaving, knitting, spinning, 
etc. We are caring for 8 alpacas that we adore!



v Announcements
July Picnic: Directions to Carol van der Harten’s: 
She has enough chairs, unless you’d like to bring your own. She will 
make slow cooker pulled pork and beef and has plenty of water and 
iced tea. Bring a hat and sunglasses as needed.

Zephyr Cove Donations
It’s that time again to collect yarn for the Zephyr Cove students! Bring 
your bits and pieces, small balls, and yarns you are tired of, etc. to the 
Guild picnic. I’ll be boxing them up to send at the start of the new 
school year. Caroline Spurgeon.

The Intermountain Weavers’ Conference (IWC), held every other year in 
Durango, Colorado, is a nationally known fiber arts conference that 
attracts attendees from across the country.  Held on the beautiful Fort 
Lewis Campus in southern Colorado, the four-day gathering celebrates 
all the fiber arts, including knitting, spinning, weaving, felting, 
embellishing, dyeing and more. 
The next one will be July 27-30, 2017.  It is a four-day event and many of 
the workshops are three days in duration. One-day workshops are also 
offered.  This format allows a flexible mix-and-match approach as 
attendees can choose to attend one, two, or three different workshops.  
Visit www.intermountainweavers.org for a full list.

FCWG IWC Raffle Basket
Last call! There have been some wonderful donations to our raffle 
basket for the IWC coming up the last of this month and a heartfelt 
thanks to all of you who have been so generous. This is my last plea for 
a few of the items we think would make this a complete spinning and 
dyeing gift basket that will draw lots of tickets for the scholarship fund. If 
you have any of these items please bring them to the picnic and we 
will finish it up and have it ready to take to the Conference on the 
27th.
Natural Dye Book, dyes, yarn to dye, measuring cups and spoons, 
alum. Anything else you want to give would be appreciated.
- Sharon Sichi
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v Announcements (continued)

Complex Weavers
For those of you who don't know about Complex Weavers, it is an 
organization "dedicated to expanding the boundaries of hand weaving, 
to encourage weavers to develop their own creative styles, to inspire 
through research, documentation, and the sharing of innovative 
ideas." In addition to their annual meeting they also have "meet and 
greets" at many regional conferences. They will be having a meet and 
greet at IWC on Friday, July 28, at 7pm outside the vendor hall. CW 
members are invited, as well as those interested in finding out what CW is 
all about. In the meantime, if you'd like more information 
see: https://www.complex-weavers.org/

San Juan County Fair
Juan County Fair, August 12 for intake of items to be judged and August 
20 for pickup. If anyone would like for me to enter their items, please bring 
them to the picnic in July and I will return them at the September 
meeting. Thank you, Jere Lard

HGA Library Collection: 
Guilds with an Handweaver’s Guild of America Affiliate Membership may 
request a book donation on a first-come, first-served basis and until 
supplies are depleted.  Information has been sent to the guild librarian.
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v Tips, Techniques, Educational Soundbites:
Leonardo Pisanso, a 12th century Italian mathematician, is better known 
by his nickname Fibonnacci.  He was responsible for popularizing the 
decimal number system in Europe.  He’s perhaps most famous for his 
numbering sequence – 0,1,1,2,3,5,8,13 and so on, which many artists 
utilize.  The Fibonacci sequence is also visible in nature, in the number of 
parents, grandparents and so forth a male honeybee has (1,2,3,5,8 etc), 
in the shapes of nautilus shells, and in plants and flowers. Many works of 
art use this sequence to determine ratios and proportions.  You can use 
this sequence when designing stripes in your weaving.   Starting with 1 
thread, or 1 color, 1 threading sequence or one weft pick and add it to 
the number preceding it – in this case 0.  Take that number and add it 
to the number preceding it, and so on.  So: 0+1=1, 1+1=2, 1+2=3, 2+3=5, 
3+5=8, and so on.  Try it on your next project!



v Library
We have been gifted with several books from some of our members. We 
thank you for your gifts. If you have any books or related sewing, weaving, 
spinning or knitting books that need to find a new home, why not donate 
them to the guild library? If you would like to know what we already have in 
our library you can go into the guild website to see the list. I will bring a 
selection of books to the next meeting for members to check out. This is a 
good source of information that needs to be used! Karen Dearing at 
krdearing@yahoo.com, 505.334.2669 or 505.860.7735 (cell).

v Contacts for the Four Corners Weavers’ Guild
President  - Karen Dearing 505.334.2669

505.860.7735 (cell)
krdearing@yahoo.com

Vice President – Valerie Hopper 505.330.5677
valeriehopper54@gmail.com

Secretary – Vicki Morningstar 970.779.8314
tgrmorn51@gmail.com

Treasurer – Marianne Hurley 970.560.5878
marianne@crocker.com

Membership Chair – Kathy Sehnert 970.533.7707
kssehnert@gmail.com

Newsletter – Anne Worthington and woollylizard49@gmail.com
Cherie Pitman cheriepitman@gmail.com

v Links: Weaver’s Conferences / Fiber Festivals / 
Magazines and Newsletters

Intermountain Weavers Conference: http://www.intermountainweavers.org
Complex Weavers: https://www.complex-weavers.org
Conference of Northern California Handweavers: http://www.cnch.org

Flag Wool and Fiber Festival: http://www.flagwool.com
Albuquerque Fiber Arts Fiesta: http://www.fiberartsfiesta.org
Salida Fiber Festival: http://www.salidafiberfestival.com
Estes Park Wool Market: http://www.visitestespark.com/events-calendar/special-
events/wool-market/
Taos Wool Festival: http://taoswoolfestival.org
Sneffels Fiber Festival: http://www.sneffelsfiberfest.com
Interweave Yarn Fest: http://www.interweaveyarnfest.com

Weaving Today: http://www.interweave.com/store/weaving/weaving-
books/weaving-books-ebooks
Handwoven Magazine: http://www.interweave.com/store/weaving/weaving-
magazines/weaving-magazines-handwoven
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May Meeting Minutes May 20, 2017

The meeting was held at the Grange in Mancos, CO and called to order by the 
president at 0956.
There were no guests, but Ellie joined us.
The minutes for March were approved as written.
The treasurers’ report was given; the beginning balance was $4193.34.  Income 
included workshop receipts $972.00, dues $200.00, and a donation of $5.00 for a 
total income of $1177.00.  Expenses included the workshop at Hesperus Camp 
$275.16 and space rental of $30.00, totaling $305.16.  There is a difference in 
what the treasurer has and the bank, in our favor, which is being reviewed.  
Funds committed for the Bobbie Irwin workshop are $1700.84, leaving a balance 
of $3358.34.  Discussion included, one member who does not have email 
requested the newsletter be mailed and sent monies above dues for this.  The 
guild decided to mail her the newsletter and cover postage as needed.  The 
treasurers report was approved as presented.
Committee reports:
The Bobbie Irwin workshop in August is on track.  The warps were distributed to 
the attendees and Karen will help anyone with warping their loom.
Membership- May is dues month, so please stay current.  The membership list 
has been kept on Google Drive, but is a difficult process.  It was determined this 
was not necessary and will be dropped.  Motion was seconded and passed.
Service- keep making items for the November collection. Also, we are collecting 
toiletry items for the women’s shelters.  Soap, shampoo, toothpaste and brushes, 
deodorant, and things for children are requested.  Anything someone could use 
who has left home in a hurry with nothing.  Bring to meetings and they will be 
distributed to the local shelters.  Small individual sizes are probably best as 
sharing is not permitted.
Hospitality- no report
Library- a woman in Bayfield is donating books to the guild and has a loom etc
to sell.  The guild will advertised her items for free for her donation.
IWC- the basket for the silent auction is growing. A poster of guild outreach will 
be made for display.
County Fairs- judges are needed, there is a small stipend.  Contact the guild if 
interested.  Please submit items to the fair to keep these venues continuing at 
the fairs.
The summer picnic will be at Carol van der Harten’s in Mancos on July 15, bring 
a dish and a chair.
Navajo weaving class- at Linda Smith’s is Aug 7-12, if interested check the 
newsletter for an application.
Show and tell- as always full of interesting and beautiful items.
The meeting was adjourned at 1102.  Followed by lunch and a demonstration 
on making cinches and fixed warps by Caroline Spurgeon.

Respectfully submitted,
Vicki Morningstar
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Please send newsletter information to Anne Worthington, 23647 Road 
G.2, Cortez, CO 81321, or to woollylizard49@gmail.com.
The newsletter is usually sent out the first week of the meeting months, so 
have information to me by the last week of the month before the 
meeting.
Classified ads cost $5.00 (payable to FCWG) and should be sent to 
Marianne Hurley, P.O. Box 1344, Mancos, CO 81328.
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HUAJATOLLA HERITAGE FESTIVAL 

OVERVIEW 

Hujatolla Heritage Festival is a 2-day event August 12 and 13th, 2017 to honor Hispanic 
and Native American Cultures through art, education and presentation.  Artists, educators 
and performers will showcase the rich heritage of Southern Colorado.  It will be held in 
La Veta Colorado, the beautiful culturally rich heart of Cuchara Valley.  The overarching 
importance is to not only increase societal awareness of the contributions of the first 
inhabitants of our area, but also to foster a greater sense of admiration and pride for the 
Native American and Hispanic cultures in today's society. 

The invisibility of the immense contributions of the Native American and Hispanic 
cultures in Huerfano County beg to be addressed.  Long term goal is for the Heritage 
Festival to continue for many years; eventually being a self-sustaining entity.  (Both our 
two main Festivals, Art in the Park and Oktoberfest just celebrated 30 years and our 
International Celtic Music Festival is entering its 12th year!  La Veta and the surrounding 
area support festivals!)  The greater vision is that this offer a platform that could develop 
into an internationally recognized Cultural Center. 

The idea of the Huajatolla Heritage Festival is not a new idea, but one that has been 
bantered about as an important tribute to the cultures that first inhabited our beautiful 
area, yet a specific event has not occurred. It is often felt that the Native American and 
Hispanic cultures that have so strongly influenced our area have mostly been left out of 
the contemporary mix of events.  For the past three years, I have also hosted a “Friends of 
Fiber Festival” in the park in June.  In consulting with some of the folks helping with 
planning, we decided to incorporate a fiber venue into the Heritage Festival focusing on 
the Hispanic and Native American textiles and the skill steeped in antiquity that are still 
used in creating this unique art form. 

As I have seen a need for this type of event and discussed it with many people, it was 
being approached by a well-known local resident and artist, Arthur Short Bull (Oglala 
Lakota) that fueled my enthusiasm to see this event truly occur.  Arthur, a recognized and 
respected watercolorist as well as writer, said in his travels to other shows and events in 
the west, he has frequently heard the comment that there should be a “major event” (a 
goal to aspire to) somewhere between Denver (Denver Indian Mart in January) and Santa 
Fe (Indian Mart in August; Fiesta Mart in September) to showcase area artists.  As I 
tentatively approached artists, I found great support and agreement with Arthur’s 
observation of need.  

The Festival has 3 major components: 
1. Art:  Primarily through an event in community park with select vendors 
representing Native American and Hispanic artists. In 2018 would want to have a gallery 
show also. 

Appendix – Huajotolla Heritage Festival
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2. Education:  Events at different locations in La Veta that will be as varied as 
exploring Creation Myths, making adobe bricks to tracing your roots through an 
introduction to genealogy; possibly also include in-depth workshop/retreats leading up to 
Festival.  We hope to show the movie “Neither Wolfe Nor Dog” at the La Veta library 
followed by discussion led be experts in ethnic studies. 
3. Presentation:  Music, dance, story-telling and interpretive events.  Have a 
wonderful line up of Native American Dancers, Hispanic Dancers, drumming groups, 
several different musicians; Sunday Morning will offer a bilingual offering of thanks. 

We have included two additional components that I am very excited about: 
1. We will be honoring Hispanic and Native veterans.  It is now in planning stages 

that the “friends” group of the local museum, Francisco Fort Museum, will host 
special veteran’s event for the weekend.  We will then invite all veterans to the 
park for a presentation of colors by a special Native American female veteran 
honor guard. 

2. Friends of Fiber: Within the major focus of the Festival we are honoring Native 
American and Hispanic textiles.  Again, Weaving Southwest and Moro Mill will 
be here and hopefully Tierra Wools also.  Caroline Spurgeon is going to offer a 
class on weaving the miniature Navajo Loom   

Appendix – Huajotolla Heritage Festival



v Appendix – Ilene Naegle – Navajo Weaving 
Workshop

Weaving Class to be offered at 
DeGoatsnsheep Ranch, Bayfield, Colorado
We are excited to present the second 
annual week-long class in beginning Navajo 
Weaving during the week of 
August 7 -12, 2017.  
Those who participate will be taught the 
process of weaving a Navajo rug from start 
to finish on an upright Navajo loom. Spinning 
and plying the edge cords before warping 
will be part of the class. Students will compose their own design and choose 
their own color combinations. Those needing more advanced instruction in 
design and weaving techniques will be accommodated; Ilene is able to work 
with beginners and more advanced students due to the small number of 
students.
This class will be taught by Ilene Naegle. She was brought up in Ganado, 
Arizona and learned to weave from her mother, Ella Mae (Naegle) Kay.  Ella 
Mae taught weaving in Sedona along with Mary Pendleton, who wrote Navajo 
and Hopi Weaving Techniques, published in 1974. It is still a wonderful resource 
today. Ilene continues to live in Ganado and teaches weaving at Dine College. 
She teaches weaving because she believes that weaving is a therapeutic 
practice and a way of discipline and self-control to strengthen the mind. 
Cost of 5 day class:  $375  An extra day may be added for $50. Looms, battens, 
combs, and spindles will be provided. Looms, tools, and warp will be available 
for purchase.  These looms will produce a rug approximately 14 x 20. Email Linda 
Smith for the materials list and the application page for warp and weft. 
Lodging is available at the ranch. 
Questions?  Smjam9@aol.com  970-884-0502.
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v Appendix – Application for Ilene Naegle –
Beginning Navajo Weaving Workshop

Application for Beginning Navajo Weaving At DeGoatsnsheep Ranch
August 7 – 11 or 12, 2017

This class is intended to be a small, intimate class. Only 5 students will be able to 
participate. This will allow Ilene to accommodate beginning and more advanced 
students.
Last year some students had difficulties with flights and arrived late, and were unable to 
complete their weavings. To adjust in advance for these difficulties, we have decided 
to have fewer students this year and also add the possibility of the Saturday at the end 
of class just in case it is needed. The Saturday does not need to be decided on and 
paid in advance, although you may choose to do so.
We have a guesthouse at DeGoatsnsheep that sleeps a maximum of 4: there are two 
twin beds in the loft and a queen bed in the bedroom. It has a propane forced air 
furnace and is very well insulated. The guesthouse has a screened in porch, full bath, full 
and well-equipped kitchen, and small living room. It is normally listed through VRBO, 
and at our own website: www.degoatsnsheepranch.com. There are a few pictures of 
the interior and exterior on our website.
If you are interested in reserving a space in the guesthouse and sharing with other 
workshop participants during this week, please email or call Linda and Jim Smith. Please 
do NOT attempt to book this week through VRBO. We have blocked out this week due 
to the nature of students sharing the guesthouse. (You may also direct general 
questions about the workshop to this number).
970-884-0502 
Smjam9@aol.com
Meals during the workshop are not provided. Attendees will need to bring their own 
snacks and lunches. Breakfast and dinner is also on your own. 
For those staying in Durango: DeGoatnshseep Ranch is located 18 miles from Durango 
on a well maintained county road. Access to the ranch with a regular vehicle is 
possible; if renting a vehicle, 4wd is recommended, but not absolutely necessary.
There are also accommodations at Vallecio Lake, approximately 11 miles north of 
DeGoatsnsheep Ranch. There are excellent restaurants in Bayfield, Vallecito, and 
Durango at this time of year. Food stores are in Durango. (Bayfield has one grocery store 
that is rather disappointing, but carries basic needs)
August is generally a pleasant month here in southwestern Colorado. It can be hot and 
dry during the day and cool at night. It also can be rainy. Good shirtsleeve weather, but 
bring some warmer clothes as well.
To reserve a space for the class, please call the number listed above first. If we have 
room for you, you will need to send a check along with this application for the full cost 
of the class. Checks will be held until the class is full and returned if we do not have 
enough students. Please make checks payable to Linda Smith.

Deadline for applications is June 15, 2017.

*Cancellations for a full refund will be accepted until June 31, 2016.
(DeGoatsnsheep reserves the right to cancel the class if we do not receive enough 
responses. In this case, the full amount will be refunded)

Questions regarding instruction should be directed to Ilene Naegle
Phone: 928-255-2259 email: inaegle57@hotmail.com
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vAppendix – Application for Ilene Naegle –
Beginning Navajo Weaving Workshop
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________

Home phone _________________________________ cell: _______________________________

Please let us know your previous experience, if any, with weaving:

Cost of class: $375 ________
Space in guesthouse@ $45.00 per night (if needed)  # nights ______ Dates: _____________
Extra day of class (not required and can be paid later if wanted $50.00
Total ____________

Once you have called and received approval that you have a space in the class, 
please send this page and your check to:
DeGoatsnsheep Ranch LLC
Linda Smith
9397 CR 502
Bayfield, Colorado 81122

When your application is received I will send you a notice via email that it has arrived 
along with a specific map to the ranch. - Linda smjam9@aol.com 970-884-0502

Materials and things to bring:

The looms you will be borrowing will produce a rug approximately 14 x 20. Looms of the 
same size will be available for purchase. If you have a loom close to this size, you are 
welcome to bring that along with any Navajo weaving tools you might already have.

Design: Please do think about and bring a hand-drawn design that you want to 
complete. It will need to include a simple, large motif rather than many small ones, 
particularly if you are new to Navajo weaving. It is possible to finish a rug in a week with 
this type of design.

Yarn: Medium weight worsted wool yarn is typical for the weft of Navajo rugs. Brown 
Sheep produces a good yarn, but if you have other types within this weight that is 
fine. Please bring
Approximately 12 ounces of yarn in just a few colors that you would like to work with.

You will need approximately 400 yards of wool warp yarn. Warp is tightly spun in a 
natural color, and is thinner than the weft yarn, but very strong and won’t pull apart 
easily when you tug at it.
Navajo rugs are weft facing and the warp does not show in the rug itself, so while 
natural is the most common color of warp, a dark color will also work. If you have 
trouble finding warp yarn, we will have some available for purchase at the class.

PLEASE be sure to bring 100% wool yarns. Acrylics will produce a rug, but it won’t be as 
authentic or as durable as wool!

If you have any weaving tools, bring them, but Ilene will bringing what is needed to 
produce your beautiful Navajo rug!
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