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! Our next meeting will be on 
May 18th at Fellowship of the 
Spirit Church, 2009 E. 13th 
Street. Farmington, NM 

! The FCWG meets six times a 
year on the 3rd Saturday of 
odd numbered months. 
Meeting places vary and are 
announced in the newsletter 
published at the beginning of 
odd numbered months. 

! Yearly dues for FCWG are 
$25.00 (payable in May for 
established members). Payments 
should be made out to FCWG 
and sent to: Kathy Sehnert, P.O. 
Box 253, Mancos, CO 81328.
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Location: Fellowship of the 
Spirit Church 

Address: 2009 E. 13th Street, 
Farmington, NM,  

Chat Time: 9:30  

Meeting Time:   
10:00 am 

Program:   
Your most pressing questions 
answered and your most 
difficult problems solved. A 
working discussion to help 
you get the answers you 
need! 

Potluck Lunch 

For those who have mentioned a lot of  
mistakes in their weaving lately... 

If all else fails, immortality can always be  
assured by spectacular error.   

- John Kenneth Galbraith



❖ President’s Message 
What is it that keeps us weaving?  Is it the interplay of colors?  Is it the 
textures that we can create?  Is it the thrill of weaving our own cloth to 
make into clothing?  Or perhaps is it the challenge of learning 
something new?  Whatever it is, we keep on weaving.         
There are times when we are very ambitious and can crank out lots of 
woven items.  Other times it seems like a project takes forever to finish.  
Sometimes there are long periods when there is nothing on the loom.  
Or maybe, like me, you have a warp that has been on a loom for a 
number of years. We will not say how many years, however!! It is just 
waiting for the right inspiration to get finished.    
No matter how it is that we get our projects going and hopefully 
finished, we keep on going back to this wonderful craft of weaving.   
I have been weaving for 40 years. I am amazed that I have not tired of 
it. There are so many more things to learn. I feel as if I have barely 
scratched the surface. I want to learn more, create more.    Sometimes 
I come across a project that really stumps me. I kind of like that.  I know 
it sounds crazy, but I guess I like a challenge. I also enjoy easy weaving 
projects. Either way, I still love weaving, after all these years! 
Have you found the loom or perhaps looms that you seem to use more 
than others? I like both my rigid heddle loom and my large 4 harness 
loom. Both produce wonderful products. I can weave a nice scarf with 
greater ease on the rigid heddle loom than on the larger loom. But on 
the larger loom I have more patterns available to use.   Each loom 
offers advantages as well as disadvantages. But both are valid 
choices for weaving. 
There are those people that say that simple looms like the rigid heddle 
loom are more toys than looms and not as valid as the big complex 
looms with many harnesses and the possibility of intricate patterns.  I 
like to respond by turning to the countries of the world that have only, 
say, a backstrap loom. On those very simple looms the weavers 
produce beautiful intricately woven patterns. To me, the loom is just a 
tool to get me where I want to go. So there is a place for both the 
simple backstrap loom as well as the many harnessed  loom. Both 
have validity and can produce beautiful weavings.   
So why do you weave? What is it that brings you back time after time 
to this wonderful craft? Do you have the same desire to weave that 
seems to only grow stronger with time? Whether you weave simple 
projects or very complex patterns I hope that you enjoy your 
experience to the fullest.  
Happy weaving!!   
 Karen Dearing  505-334-2669 
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❖ Membership Chairman’s Report 
Wow! The last meeting had 21 members and 1 guest. Welcome to 
Annie May Stone who came to her first meeting.  She is a new 
member who joined us, sight unseen, several months ago; she is from 
Pagosa Springs. Our average attendance is around 14, so that’s a big 
meeting.  I’m sorry that I was not there, I’m sure it was a fun meeting. 

MAY IS PAY DAY.  It is the start of a new fiscal year, so it’s time to pay 
dues.  It’s still $25.  Write your check to “FCWG”; bring it to the 
meeting or mail to: 

Send Dues To: 
Kathy Sehnert, FCWG Membership, PO Box 253, Mancos, CO 81328 

❖ Programs and Workshops Report  
I hope everyone is enjoying our spring as much as I am. This is such a 
beautiful time of year with the ground greening up and new babies 
in pastures. It is a new beginning for us too as we “pass the reins” to 
our new officers. 

I have enjoyed being Vice President this past term. I want to thank 
everyone that stepped up and helped out when I was staying with 
my mother.  

We will be meeting at Jere’s church (Fellowship of the Spirit) in 
Farmington this month. We don’t have a demonstration planned as 
we feel that sometimes we just need to to have a discussion with 
others about a problem we may be having. It is always nice to have 
someone’s help that has been down that road. I know that it makes 
my day to find out that I am not the only one that can make silly 
mistakes and find out how to fix them.  
Hope to see everyone there.  
 - Valerie Hopper 

❖ Nominating Committee Report 
May is not just the month that dues are due but when we elect new 
officers.   I think we have some very competent and enthusiastic 
people that have volunteered to keep the guild vibrant and moving 
ahead for the next two years.  They are: Kathy Sehnert for president, 
Anne Worthington for vice president, Ann Kennedy for treasurer and 
Shirley Haisman for  secretary.  Hope you will all be at the meeting to 
vote and to thank our out going officers who have done an excellent 
job and provided us with so many wonderful workshops and 
meetings the past two years.  See you at the meeting. 
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❖ Treasurer’s Report
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❖ Current News and Upcoming Events 

▪  Intermountain Weavers Conference  
Bev Kajko, IWC Board--Publicity  
Mark your calendars! The next IWC will be held July 25 - 28, 2019 
at Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado. The theme will be 
FIBER: YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW. Start planning your 
entries to the fashion show and Celebration of Fiber. This is a fun 
weekend for all fiber artists. We have some great workshops, 
many of which are filling up fast and we will offer  
1- and 3-day workshops again. 
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Member Highlight: Ann Kennedy 
Born Hollywood, CA in the 50’s, attended 3 yrs at  
University of Southern California,1 semester at 
University of Salzburg, married 4/7/74 and  
became a Navy wife until 1978. in 1976 the  
USN moved us to Denver and Colorado has  
been our home since. Stayed in Denver until  
1985, doing such things as taking macramé  
class and playing bad tennis at the local courts. I sold insurance to 
Burger King franchisees before 6 weeks backpacking in Europe 
showed me I could have my own business, so I researched and then 
opened Food for Thought, an all cookbook store. I was able to sell it 
prior to moving on to Telluride in 1985. 

Arriving in Telluride over Film Festival, 1985 was culture shock and 
every other kind of shock. We bought the last house under $100,00 up 
on the sunny side, tore it down 2 years later and built the house that 
allowed us to cling on for 30 years. We had a blast, working food 
service, both front and back of the house, many, many, many 
volunteer gigs. I learned to play the banjo and held down nearly 
every job but director and janitor at the public library for 15 years. 
Then, again the urge to toss my hat in the ring. In 2007 Ginger and I 
opened Needle Rock Fiberarts in downtown Telluride and sold yarn, 
taught knitting, organized workshops and made the most amazing 
friends. 

2014 seemed like the time to retire and the time to move on. Steve 
wanted to build another house…enter Mancos. We are so happy 
here. I got my Harrisville 4 harness loom primarily to use up the 
enormous stash I came away from NeedleRock with. No problem. In 
Sept 2016 a week at Harrisville, learning the loom inside out was the 
boost I needed. I am still a beginner, but having fun - she teaches me 
humility every time!
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❖ Announcements 

Cricket Club 
The Cricket Club meets on the second Friday of the month from 1-4 at 
Karen Dearing’s studio in Aztec NM. 

The Cricket Club is a group of people that get together to weave and 
learn more about rigid heddle weaving. In the past we have studied 
methods of warping the looms, creating patterns with pick up sticks as 
well as finger manipulation, log cabin weave and other patterns. 

The May meeting will be focusing on methods of finishing our weaving.  
We will explore hem stitching, fringes, hemming, etc.   

At the June meeting we will look at ways to add texture to both warp 
and weft on our looms through the use of grouped threads as well as 
variable dent reeds. 

If you would like to learn more about the rigid heddle looms you are 
welcome to join us. Come whether you have a loom or not.  If you want 
to bring your loom with a project that you are working on, that would 
be just fine.  Each meeting will include a demo, exchange of ideas and 
time to weave and visit. Hope to see you! 

Karen’s address is: Dancing Hooves Farm and Studio, 61 County Road 
3235, Aztec, NM. 

Call Karen Dearing for more details.  505-334-2669 or 
email krdearing@yahoo.com.   

IWC Raffle Basket  
Bring your donated items for the IWC Raffle Basket to the May Meeting. 
We need items representing the Four Corners area. Anne Worthington 
will be collecting them (Cherie will be at Fort Lewis College doing a site 
visit for IWC). We could really use a donated basket to put everything in 
as well. The theme is “Four Corners”.  

❖ Tips, Techniques, Educational Soundbites: 
For  all you towel weavers and those of you interested in buying products 
manufactured in the USA I just came across a reference to Bluegrass Mills 6/2 
unmercerized cotton yarn in the  March/April issue of Handwoven magazine.  
It is made from cotton grown, spun and dyed in the U.S. It is sold by the 
Woolery and comes in 20 colors.  The approximate yardage is 2520 yards/lb 
and the sett is 14-24.  FYI – the Woolery also sells a long fiber European hemp 
weaving yarn from Bluegrass Mills in eight colors.  This yarn is processed in the 
traditional manner (like linen), and is 2450 yards/lb.  The sett is similar to 16/2 
linen.  



!7

❖ November Meeting Minutes 

March 16, 2019 
The March meeting was held at the Grange in Mancos, CO March 16, 2019. 
Meeting opened with introductions by all present and there were new members. 
Minutes were approved as written and put in the newsletter for everyone to read. 
The Treasurer’s report was also approved and there is a balance of $1,719.17. The 
taxes are done and there are no taxes due. It was discussed if the guild should 
become a 501c3 to be tax exempt but it was decided that it would not be worth 
the trouble to file for it. 
Vice President Valerie said the next meeting would be in Farmington and will be for 
problem solving. You can bring any problems you may be having with a project 
and see if there is an answer. We have many ne members from the Pagosa area 
not and there was a discussion on having meetings in Pagosa in the future as there 
are good meeting rooms available through new members.. 
Kathy Sehnert of Membership was not there but there was a reminder that dues 
are payable in May and still such a bargain at $25.00. 
Shirley Hailsman talked about the service project and the items we make and buy 
for the local women’s services. Beauty and personal care items are needed as well 
as handmade/bought hats, scarves, etc. These items are distributed between the 
various towns and gathered at the November meeting. 
The library has many books available to members and Karen will be happy to bring 
any books requested to meetings. There is a list of books on the website. 
Study groups can meet for a few minutes after the meeting and new people can 
still join a group if they wish. 
Elections of new officers will be in May and Sharon and Sherry asked for 
nominations and encouraged everyone to take a role in keeping the guild active 
and relevant. There were two nominations from the floor so you may be contacted 
and asked to take one of the positions still open. 
County fairs are coming up and everyone is encouraged to make items for entry. 
Jere will take any items at the July meeting for entry if you can’t get to Durango or 
Farmington to enter. Both fairs are in August, usually at the same time, so you can 
enter in both if you have more items than one fair will allow. 
Fiber Crawl of New Mexico is in May 17-19. 
HGA sent a letter requesting donations for the Fiber Trust and their 50th anniversary. 
There was a motion to donate $100 from the guild to support them and it passed. 
HGA Small Expressions Show is looking for entries as well as sponsors for the show. 
Shows run for 4-8 weeks and are suitable for libraries etc. 
The representative on the IWC Board, Cherie Pitman, will be in charge of the 
basket we donate for the raffle at the upcoming conference. Pam Dyer suggested 
that we have a theme of Four Corners and use products produced here in our 
area. She encouraged those that want to take a class to sign up soon as the 
classes fill quickly. There is a non-juried show to enter also for the conference goers 
and all the shows are very good and worth checking out. 
Ann Kennedy mentioned “Tempestry.com” as site showing artists who use fiber to 
draw attention to climate change. 
Business meeting was followed by show and tell, pot luck and a program on Locker 
Hooking by Pam Dyer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Sichi (acting Secretary) 



❖ Library 
We have been gifted with several books from some of our members. 
We thank you for your gifts. If you have any books or related sewing, 
weaving, spinning or knitting books that need to find a new home, why 
not donate them to the guild library? If you would like to know what we 
already have in our library you can go into the guild website to see the 
list. I will bring a selection of books to the next meeting for members to 
check out. This is a good source of information that needs to be used! 
Karen Dearing at krdearing@yahoo.com, 505.334.2669 or 505.860.7735 
(cell). 

❖ Contacts for the Four Corners Weavers’ Guild 
President  - Karen Dearing 505.334.2669 
 505.860.7735 (cell) 
 krdearing@yahoo.com 
Vice President – Valerie Hopper 505.330.5677 
 valeriehopper54@gmail.com  
Secretary – Vicki Morningstar 970.779.8314 
 tgrmorn51@gmail.com  
Treasurer – Marianne Hurley 970.560.5878 
 marianne@crocker.com  
Membership Chair – Kathy Sehnert 970.739-9654 
 kssehnert@gmail.com  
  
Newsletter – Anne Worthington woollylizard49@gmail.com  
and Cherie Pitman cheriepitman@gmail.com 

❖ Links: Weaver’s Conferences / Fiber Festivals / 
Magazines and Newsletters 

Conference of Northern California Handweavers: http://www.cnch.org 
Albuquerque Fiber Arts Fiesta: 2019 http://www.fiberartsfiesta.org 

Intermountain Weavers Conference: July 26-28, 2019 http://
www.intermountainweavers.org 
Handweavers Guild of America:  July, 2020 http://
www.weavespindye.org 
Complex Weavers: July, 2020 https://www.complex-weavers.org 

Weaving Today: http://www.interweave.com/store/weaving/weaving-
books/weaving-books-ebooks 

Handwoven Magazine: http://www.interweave.com/store/weaving/
weaving-magazines/weaving-magazines-handwoven
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Please send newsletter information to Anne Worthington, 23647 
Road G.2, Cortez, CO 81321, or to woollylizard49@gmail.com. 

The newsletter is usually sent out the first week of the meeting 
months, so have information to me by the last week of the month 
before the meeting. 

Classified ads cost $5.00 (payable to FCWG) and should be sent 
to Marianne Hurley, P.O. Box 1344, Mancos, CO 81328.

Fellowship of Spirit Church, 2009 E. 13th Street, Farmington, NM

Heading west on Main Street, turn right onto Schofield and then right onto 
13th Street.  Church will be on the right.  If you get lost call Karen 
505-860-7735
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Become a member starting May 1st for $40/year. 
There are great perks that come with membership. 
Come visit the store to sign up!


